Discussion.
It is a fact, though one not recognized in the report, that the child in the ungraded class has been the determining factor in the activities of his school life. It has been consistently held that the class must be small in order to secure opportunity for individual instruction. Not less, but more, must be given to the handicapped child.
His opportunity is limited only by his own personality;? (99) reading, numbers, history, water color work, chair caning, dressmaking, cooking, basketry, pottery making, are only a few of the means used to awaken dormant powers and latent interests.
To enrich the experiences of the handicapped child will do for him exactly what it does for a more fortunate one. The degree of enrichment will be less, the kind identical. As the handicapped child is nearer and dearer to his sorrow-softened parent, so he is to the school and to the teacher whose joy it is to fan into flame the spark of interest, to build longer the span of voluntary attention, to develop to its uttermost his power of good discrimination.
The effort has been made to teach the higher type of backward child to read and to write. To attempt to teach these subjects to a child who is obviously defective would be evidence of bad judgment, but in what department of human effort may not bad judgment be found?
The school principals and teachers followed established precedents in offering during the school day of ungraded class children, activities drawn from the different branches of human knowledge. In England the Education Act lays certain obligations on the local school authorities; in Germany the aim of the auxiliary schools (schools for backward children) is so clearly recognized that the subject matter of instruction must of necessity be broad, and in no sense narrowly special. The institution men of this country also recognize this fact. Quotations bearing precisely on this point follow:
"It (auxiliary school) aims to develop in its pupils a standard of conduct which shall not differ from that of a worthy and useful member of human society. To this end all those subjects of instruction should be introduced into the auxiliary school which tend to awaken and control the individual will and impulses to action. Such a study of the minutes of the Board of Superintendents would have brought out the fact that a record blank for use in ungraded classes had been adopted in 1906. If this discovery was followed up by a study of the records on file in-the office of the City Superintendent it would have shown that four times each year each child in an ungraded class is rated. On this approved blank information is given as to "his actual conditions; what he had learned in the way of reading, writing, and counting." In addition to the facts noted, the official records give information as to the condition at the time of discharge, at whose request he is discharged, for whom he is to work, and a prognosis as to his probable ability to succeed. Those who looked to the School Inquiry Investigation as the logical means of solving the problems now troubling school administrators in the field of special education, will study the report in vain for a philosophy upon which to found their practice. They find, instead of the broad vision of the function of the school in this its latest problem, a series of doses prescribed for present ills; a dearth of positive knowledge which it would be reasonable for Dr. Goddard to have provided, throws the atmosphere of opinion around the remarks made on organization, examination, "mistaken diagnosis," number of feebleminded children, and vocationalized manual training,?to enumerate only a few items.
The service given by Rousseau to general education, by Pestalozzi to the education of poor children, by Horace Mann to public education in the United States, is similar to that expected from Dr. Goddard for the education of mentally defective children when he was employed by the School Inquiry Committee to investigate the aim, methods, and results of ungraded class work. To be unable to see the forest for the trees is sad. To have missed the vision is sadder still.
